
  

THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 

       The altar is a symbol of Christ.  The stripping of the altar, 
therefore, is associated with the crucifixion.  The pastor 
chants Psalm 22 including the verse “they divide my 

       garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots”.   
 

After the Pastor and assistants exit the sanctuary, all may leave in 
silence.  There is no Benediction or greeting because our worship 
continues with the following services: 
 

Mar.  29    7:00 p.m.     Good Friday Tenebrae Service 
Mar.  30    8:00 p.m.     Holy Saturday Easter Vigil 
                                        and Divine Service 
Mar.  31    9:00 a.m.     Easter Divine Service 
                  
 

Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book ©  
2006 Concordia Publishing House, Reprinted with permission. 
 

The apostle [Paul] wishes to say: Consider, beloved 
Christians, that when you receive the blessed cup and the blessed 
bread, each one partakes of the body and blood of Christ; they 
are both common to all of you. You come into body-and-blood 
fellowship with one another. For just as many grains become one 
bread, so in the Holy Supper you, though you are many, become 
one Body, one mass, because you are partakers of the one bread 
and with it one and the same body and blood of Christ.  

Because of the presence and participation of the body of 
Christ, the Holy Supper is a meal of the most intimate fellowship 
and therefore, at the same time, the highest love-meal. Just as  
fervent love is demanded, so fervent love is delivered. We all 
come together, as children of the same family, to the table of our 
common, heavenly Father. As great as the distinction between 
communicants in civic life may be, in the Holy Supper all         
distinctions evaporate. We are all the same, in that we each eat 
the same earthly and heavenly bread and drink the same earthly 
and heavenly drink. In this Meal, the subject and his king, the 
slave and his master, the beggar and the rich, the child and the 
old man, the wife and the husband, the simple and the learned, 
truly all communicants stand as the same poor sinners and     
beggars, hungry and thirsty for grace. Although one may appear 
in a rough apron while another in velvet and satin, adorned with 
gold and pearls, when they depart, all take with them that for 
which they hunger and thirst: Christ’s blood and righteousness as 
their beauty and glorious dress. No one receive a better food and 
better drink than the other. All receive the same Jesus, and with 
Him, the same righteousness. 

 –C.F.W. Walther  
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(Please stand) 
 

“When You Woke That Thursday Morning”               LSB 445 
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CORPORATE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

The sign of the cross () may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: I will go to the altar of God, 
 

C: to God my exceeding joy. 
 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. 
 

P: Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins,            
imploring God our Father for the sake of His Son,                    
Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

 
 

P:   O almighty God, merciful Father,  
C: I, a poor, miserable  sinner, confess unto You all my sins   
      and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and  
      justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.   
      But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of   
      them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for    
      the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death   
      of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and   
      merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 
P: God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my          
forgiveness but God’s? 

C: Yes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  spoken in unison 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  sung on Maundy Thursday 
 
 

PAX DOMINI 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
AGNUS DEI 

C: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;  

have mercy on us.   
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;  

have mercy on us.   
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;  

grant us peace. 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord”                           LSB 634 

“The Infant Priest Was Holy Born”                                 LSB 624 
 

After all have communed 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen     

     and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.                                  

     Depart in  peace. 
C: Amen 
  

(Please stand ) 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P: Let us pray.  

      We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have     
      refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You    
      that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the       
      same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one          
      another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives    
      and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and   
      forever.  
C: Amen.   



Rite of First Communion Prior to Confirmation  
Conrad Gaunt 
Kaicen Morgan 
Keegan Morgan 
Jaxton Nissen 
Samantha Nissen 
Aaron Nissen 
 

(Please stand) 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

(Be seated) . 

OFFERING 
 

(Please stand) 
 

OFFERTORY  
 

C: What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?     
      I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving  
            and will call on the name of the Lord.                                        

I will take the cup of salvation 
and will call on the name of the Lord.   

I will pay my vows to the Lord now  
in the presence of all His people,  

in the courts of the Lord’s house,  
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 

 SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT  

PREFACE 
P:   The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:   Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise 
P:   It is truly meet, right, and salutary...evermore praising You 

and saying:                                                                  
 

SANCTUS 
C:   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: 
       Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
       Hosanna.  Hosanna.   

 Hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

       Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 

 

P: Let it be done for you as you believe. 
 

P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ 

      I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of       

      the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS    returns tonight as a sign of joy in                    
the Holy Supper. It will fall silent again until the Easter services.  
 

P:   Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.                                                        
C:  Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:   
       We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for 

Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 
Lamb of God: 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our 
prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the      
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.   

      
 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. 
      O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a        
      remembrance of Your passion.  Grant that we may so receive   
      the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of    
      Your redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You   
      live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,   
      now and forever.  
C: Amen. 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

(Please sit) 

 
 

EPISTLE                                                   1 Corinthians 11:23-32 

 

 
23For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that 
the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 
24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my 
body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the 
same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and 
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
27Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord 
in an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body and 
blood of the Lord. 28Let a person examine himself, then, and so 
eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and 
drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on 
himself. 30That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some 
have died. 31But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be 
judged. 32But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined 
so that we may not be condemned along with the world. 
 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

(Please stand) 

 
 

TRACT                                                 Ps. 111:4-5, John 6:55–56  
L: He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;* 
            The Lord is gracious and | merciful. 
      He provides food for those who | fear him;* 
            he remembers his covenant for- | ever. 
      My flesh is true food, and my blood is | true drink.* 
            Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides  
            in me, and | I in him.   
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                         John 13:1-15, 34-35                                      

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter.       
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 

1Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his 
hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.  
2During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of 
Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3Jesus, knowing that 
the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 
come from God and was going back to God, 4rose from supper. 
He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it 
around his waist. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to 
wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was 
wrapped around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 
“Lord, do you wash my feet?”  7Jesus answered him, “What I am 
doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will         
understand.”  8Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” 
Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share 
with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but 
also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “The one who 
has bathed does not need to wash,  except for his feet, but is  
completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 
11For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not 
all of you are clean.” 12When he had washed their feet and put on 
his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do 
you understand what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher 
and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14If I then, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one    
another’s feet. 15For I have given you an example, that you also 
should do just as I have done to you.”  34A new commandment I 
give to you, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, 
you also are to love one another. 35By this all people will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  
 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 “O Lord, We Praise Thee”                                             LSB 617 

 

SERMON   

 

Choir Sings #955 


